
CRP Conversations

Wednesday 25th January 2023



Agenda

• 3:50pm – Arrivals and refreshments

• 4pm – Amanprit Arnold, Programme Manager, Greater London Authority

• 4:10pm – Gianluca Rizzo, Managing Director, Brixton BID

• 4:20pm – Stephanie Edwards, Founding Director, Urban Symbiotics

• 4:30pm – Rachael Aldridge, Communications Project Manager, 

Cross River Partnership

• 4:40pm – Roundtable discussion/Q&A

• 5pm – Networking/refreshments



Amanprit Arnold

Programme Manager, Greater London Authority





Diverse voices coming together, 
sharing experience and fresh ideas 

to create thriving high street 
property that works for all 

Londoners.



Property X-Change is your network & platform



Gianluca Rizzo

Managing Director, Brixton BID



About Us

• 2023 marks our 10-year anniversary 

• Medium size BID, 514 members with 
levy income of £500,000

• Established to support traditional, 
independent and small businesses

• £2B value of the local economy per 
year, 40% spend after 6pm 

• Mix of Day & Night as well as 
hospitality, retail and creative 
industries 



Brixton, first for 

• Black Capital of Britain

• Diversity & Community 

• World Famous Street Markets & Venues 

• Electric Avenue, first London street lit by 
electricity

• Bon Marche, first purpose-built Department 
Store

• Biggest NTE % in the UK 

• Marks & Spencer, Franco Manca, Honest Burger 
and more



Brixton, home of 

• Windrush Generation 

• The Uprising in ‘81

• Social and Economic inequalities with some of the 
most deprived wards in the UK

• Home of radical thinkers and activists

• Music, food, street art 

• Brixton £, Brixton Brewery, Market Row Rum,  
Brixton Gin, Brixton Street Wear 

• Lambeth’s only Creative Enterprise Zone

• Gentrification Narrative 



Brixton values

• Diversity

• Inclusivity

• Equality 

• Justice



Place values, a definition

The principles or standard of 
behaviors specific to a place.

Places would benefit from having a 
clear understanding of their own 
values and, more importantly, to 
act upon them to achieve their 
ambitions.



Time for change

The year 2020 witnessed many 

movements calling for social, 

economic, environmental and 

racial justice.



Inspired by Harlem

Harlem 125th Street BID created 
canvases out of boarded up 
businesses to allow the community to 
share messages of change.

To support and reassure our 
community we produced a series of 
banners in solidarity with the Black 
Lives Matter movement.





Common threads

• Cultural institutions: museum, 
galleries, theatre 

• Live Music Venues, Festivals, 
celebrations 

• Community Art organisations 

• Cultural Figures 

• People & Social Demographic



Common threads

• Food, languages, religions  

• Migration patterns 

• Activism & Advocacy 

• Gentrification and social 
deprivation 



A bond across the pond

• One of the first 
BIDs/Neighbourhood Twinning

• The mission is to raise the quality 
of life of the communities by 
creating programmes that reflect 
the vibrancy and history of the 
neighbourhoods





Brixton X Harlem Festival

• 5 days festival 

• 36 free events and activities 

• 26 local venues involved

• 2,500 guides handed out 

• 38 local creatives supported



Brixton X Harlem Festival + Ongoing collaborations

• Between BIDs to discuss joint 
issues, opportunities and ideas

• Delegation Visits

• Making new connections between 
organisations across the Atlantic

• Monthly events, happening to keep 
the twinning alive and relevant





Why is it important to us?

• At a time of division, it’s unity that can 
create better communities

• Creating better places will result in a 
better economy & society and we are 
doing so by celebrating shared values

• Finally, more direct benefits including 
marketing & PR campaign, collaboration 
between organisations, additional 
footfall and spend



People make places

Gianluca Rizzo

gianluca7rizzo

Brixton BID

brixtonbid.co.uk

Brixton BID



Stephanie Edwards

Founding Director, Urban Symbiotics





































Rachael Aldridge

Communications Project Manager, Cross River Partnership





London’s Town Centres
Shaping our daily lives

London’s High Streets and Town Centres

Shaping our lives



Town Centre Futures

Evidence and ideas for recovery

• Thematic evidence, case studies and 

recommendations:

• Thematic evidence

• Planning for healthy and adaptable 

centres I Central London in crisis I

Impacts from COVID-19 I Changes to 

travel and transport I Workforce and 

employment trends



Town Centre Futures

Evidence and ideas for recovery

• Thematic evidence, case studies and recommendations:

• Case studies

• Improved city transport I Regional shopping destinations I

Local community hub I New communities I University 

influence  I Independent culture I International highlights I

Streets for city centre workers I High end shopping and 

food I Attractor high street



Town Centre Futures

Evidence and ideas for recovery

• Thematic evidence, case studies and recommendations:

• Recommendations

• Support London’s creatives I Boost outdoor eating and 

drinking options I Create new ways for local people to be 

involved I Optimise freight and delivery I Create new 

workspaces I Redesign roads and streets to make them 

child-friendly and healthier I Improve amenities for visitors 

and workers I Future-proof community assets I Introduce 

better lighting I Increase meanwhile and temporary use of 

vacant spaces I Increase access to health services



Recommendations in action!

Increase meanwhile and 

temporary use of vacant 

spaces

Re-design roads and streets to 

make them child-friendly and 

healthier

Create new workspaces



Roundtable Discussion



Contact Information

Gianluca Rizzo
Managing Director
Brixton BID
gianluca.rizzo@brixtonbid.co.uk

Stephanie Edwards
Founding Director
Urban Symbiotics 
stephanie@urbansymbiotics.com

Amanprit Arnold
Programme Manager, Regeneration
Greater London Authority
amanprit.arnold@london.gov.uk

Rachael Aldridge
Communications Project Manager
Cross River Partnership 
rachaelaldridge@crossriverpartnership.org



Follow Us!
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