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Today’s Agenda
1. Cross River Partnership (CRP) Introduction

2. Bloomberg Associates - Following the 
Data: Leveraging London’s Climate Risk 
Mapping to Address Climate Vulnerability

3. Greater London Authority – Green 
Infrastructure and Climate Adaptation

4. CRP’s Healthy Streets Everyday 
programme – “Greening Out the Grey”: 
The Value of Green Infrastructure for 
People and Places



Please pose your 
questions and 
thoughts throughout 
this session in the 
chat box to the right



Introduction and Context

Rachael Aldridge

Cross River Partnership
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Following the Data: Leveraging London’s Climate Risk 

Mapping to Address Climate Vulnerability

Lauren Racusin

Bloomberg Associates
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Green Infrastructure and Climate Adaptation

Ben Connor

Greater London Authority



Why adapt?
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Green Infrastructure (Nature based solutions)

• The network of green spaces, rivers and 
wetlands (as well as features such as 
street trees and green roofs) that is 
planned, designed and managed to deliver 
a range of benefits, including:

• healthy living

• mitigating flooding

• improving air and water quality

• cooling the urban environment

• encouraging walking and cycling 

• enhancing biodiversity and ecological 
resilience





Policy and planning
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https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/climate-risk-mapping



https://apps.london.gov.uk/green-infrastructure/

https://apps.london.gov.uk/green-infrastructure/


GLA Sector SuDS Guidance

• Retail

• Commercial

• Parks & Green Spaces 

• Housing 

• Schools

• Hospitals 

GLA Community Depaving Guidance

Urban Greening for Biodiversity Net Gain

Urban Design London’s Practical Raingarden 
Guide

Living roofs and walls guidance

Guidance

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_retail_suds_sector_guide_v7.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_office_suds_sector_guide_v3.pdf
vhttps://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/rba-gla_guide-parks_and_greenspace_final.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/reimagining_rainwater_in_social_housing_v1.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/reimagining_rainwater_in_schools_v1_.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/reimagining_rainwater_in_hospitals_nov20_1.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/grey_to_green_guide.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/urban_greening_and_bng_design_guide_march_2021.pdf
https://www.urbandesignlondon.com/library/sourcebooks/designing-rain-gardens-practical-guide/#:~:text=Urban%20Design%20London,-Instagram%20Twitter%20LinkedIn&text=This%20guide%20provides%20you%20with,in%20designing%20a%20rain%20garden.
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-green-spaces-and-biodiversity/urban-greening








THANK YOU

ben.connor@london.gov.uk

www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-green-spaces-and-
biodiversity

www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/climate-change/climate-
adaptation
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Urban Greening and Recommendations

Fiona Coull

Cross River Partnership



Healthy Streets Everyday Overview

• 3 year Mayor’s Air Quality Funded Programme

• Working with 16 borough partners, land owners and 
Business Improvement Districts

• Delivering initiatives related to the following six key 
workstreams:

1. Streetscape improvements

2. New traffic regulations to make streets more 
pedestrian-friendly

3. Car-free behaviour

4. Guidance on how to create Healthy Streets 
Everyday

5. Communications

6. Evaluation and monitoring of project interventions



CRP’s Healthy Streets 
Everyday Programme is 

pleased to launch its new 
Guidance Document:

“GREENING OUT THE GREY": 
The value of Green 

Infrastructure for People and 
Places.

“Greening out the Grey” - New HSE Guidance



Greening and Air Quality

• Research indicates that over 9,000 
Londoners die prematurely each 
year as a result of air pollution

• Legal limits that have been set and 
are in place

• Dispersion and dispersal can help to 
reduce the pollution exposure for 
population

• Impact of different street designs on 
air quality exposure

The UK economy 
could save 

£1.6 billion 
each year if it 

achieved WHO 
guidelines (CBI 

Economics)



Greening and Heat Resilience

• London is now looking to build its 
heat resilience, as the climate may 
look more like Marseille or 
Barcelona’s in 2050.

• Is infrastructure sufficient?

• Parks have a significant impact, but 
what about small scale greening on 
grey infrastructure?

• Intensive green roofs can improve 
ambient temperatures at the 
pedestrian level by up to 1.7°, and 
more at the roof level.

The economic cost 
of fatalities from 

poor heat resilience 
could range from

£323 million to 
£9.9 billion per 

year by the 2050s



Greening and Flooding

• Vulnerability: London is particularly 
vulnerable to flooding as fifteen per 
cent of London is in floodplain, 
protected by flood defences

• Use of SuDS

• Tree cover: rainwater interception, 
can reduce the impact of storms –
up to 30% can be evaporated back 
into atmosphere off the canopy

Flood damage 
currently costs 
the UK around 

£1.3 billion 
each year



Greening for Mental Health

• Cities may be associated with higher 
rates of most mental health 
problems compared to rural areas 
with an almost 40% higher risk of 
depression, over 20% more anxiety, 
and double the risk of 
schizophrenia, in addition to more 
loneliness, isolation and stress

• 44% of adults found that being 
around nature helped them feel less 
worried and anxious

• Premium on green space

Mental health’s 
cost to the UK 
economy has 

been estimated at 

between £94 -
105 billion



Recommendations

The guidance highlights 9 key recommendations:

1. More evidence of scientific impacts
2. More evidence of financial impacts
3. A more collaborate and joined up approach
4. Implement cooling regulations
5. Use green infrastructure to offset, disperse and 

deposit transport emissions and reduce 
exposure

6. Integrate green infrastructure into new 
development as a flood defence and mitigation 
strategy

7. Create an annual survey on mental health and 
green spaces

8. Embrace the wild
9. Set, specific, local targets for greening



Other CRP Greening Work
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Sign up to our next event!

CRP Lunchtime Launch 10

The Challenges and Opportunities 
of Fleet Electrification



Thank You

Rachael Aldridge
Cross River Partnership
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Fiona Coull
Cross River Partnership
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Ben Connor
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Bloomberg Associates
lracusin@bloomberg.org

mailto:rachaelaldridge@crossriverpartnership.org
mailto:fionacoull@crossriverpartnership.org
mailto:ben.connor@london.gov.uk
mailto:lracusin@bloomberg.org

