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Introduction to Cross River Partnership

Susannah Wilks, CRP Director
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CRP Projects
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CRP’s Vision
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Park-led Recovery

oney doesn’t grow on trees..




Green Infrastructure and Low Emission Neighbourhoods




CRP’s Support for Green Infrastructure

Cross River Partnership is working at pace to help support communities, Local Authorities
and private bodies with their Covid-19 response

Physical Interventions Monitoring Guidance
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The Importance of Parks and Open Spaces

Tony Leach, Parks for London
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Parks and green spaces: keeping our air clean

CLEAN AIR PARK
Clean Alr - Better Living s—m

Urban parks

Effective tool for noise Can reduce noise NO,,
& air pollution CO and PM_, values
mitigation. and increase O, levels.

Can contribute to
pollen allergies.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749114003546

! I PARKS for
LONDON

Safeguarding our green spaces


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749114003546

Green Infrastructure: keeping our air clean

Trees, SUDs, roof gardens, hedges, vertical plantings, etc
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USING GREEN | | i
INFRASTRUCTURE
TO PROTECT
PEOPLE FROM AIR
POLLUTION

April 2019

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/d
efault/files/green_infrastruture_air
_pollution_may_19.pdf
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Parks & green spaces: during Covid-19

* Lockdown has had a bigger impact on mental than

Parks have provided a welcome change of scene and fresh air for most

physical health, but parks are a lifeline

GETTING AWAY FROM PEOPLE IS MARGINALLY MORE IMPORTANT THE SEEING OTHERS

* Physical and mental health boosted by parks say

Benefits of outdoor space during lockdown
76%

70% % )
* 60% have used parks at least twice a week since - R )
lockdown m ) i “ “ m
* 7in 10 younger people will continue to visit parks o T s
more than before lockdown g st et o s s s

Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park survey June 2020

Safeguarding our green spaces



Green infrastructure: post Covid 19

Levelling Up 2b - Greening Urban Neighbourhoods by providing
greener streets

A capital investment of £2.5 billion (plus £47m in maintenance and operations per annum) would
} provide all these neighbourhoods with street trees and 600 neighbourhoods with street parks.

Through our analysis of 3,500 of the UK's most deprived neighbourhoods (bottom four deciles on
the Index of Multiple Deprivation), we have identified some 10,000km of streets where street
trees or a street park would offer significant green connectivity. Green streets that encourage and
facilitate active travel and visits to wider green infrastructure.

As a result some 15 million people would benefit from the proximity of these green streets and
street parks to their homes, green connectivity to other greenspaces and the opportunities this
presents for active travel.

Greenkeeper therefore estimates that this proximity and accessibility would deliver some £390
’ million per year in wellbeing benefits for these deprived neighbourhoods and a further £180

million/year in general amenity. They would also benefit from the air pollution gquality
improvements these changes would deliver.

Using Green Book compliant methods and strong empirical evidence, Greenkeeper estimates that
’ for every £1 invested, £3 of benefits would be generated over 30 years.

In addition, some 16,000 jobs would be involved in construction and 1,300 permanent jobs would
be created, nearly all in deprived areas.

R EENEEPER EHANCI RS GREEN AR http://www.greenkeeperuk.co.uk/
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Parks for London: Tools to help

Good Parks for London Health Parks

(0) HEALTH PARKS
Enabling healthy communities

THE HEALTH PARKS
"PARKS FOR HEALTH ASSESSMENT TOOLKIT"
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https://parksforlondon.org.uk/good-parks-for-london/
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/health-parks/

Questions?
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Placemaking Suitable for a Post-Covid Era

Jacqueline Bleicher, Global Urban Design
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“Keeping our Air Clean: Parks & Open spaces”

JACQUELINE BLEICHER, MA.UD, RIBA, ARB

GLOBAL URBAN DESIGN
COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY

www.globalurbandesign.org
enquiries@globalurbandesign.org
+44 (0) 757 043 8977

"Jacqueline Bleicher is the founding Director of
Global Urban Design (GUD), a Community
Interest Company.

She is an Urban Designer, Architect,
Masterplanner, Placemaker, workshop
facilitator, Lecturer, Mentor, and Co-Author of
“QOur City? Countering exclusion in public space
", a book by Stipo, Project for Public Spaces
(PPS) & the Placemaking Europe Network.

Jacqueline actively promotes co-design, urban
design principles, universal design and
sustainable development practices for inclusive
diverse, cities, destinations and places.”
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“Keeping our Air Clean: Parks & Open spaces”

Attractive green spaces can improve
mental health, reduce stress and

increase physical activity
<* - Strategically placed roadside Urban flora can have direct T
i can reduce downwind air quality effects via air |
Pollutants pollution exposure dispersion, BVOC emissions, :
deposited onto“ and pollen emissions; and |
vegetation | indirect efficts via cooling .
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“Parks & Open spaces mitigating the heat island effect”




“Parks & Open spaces: Trees that absorb Co2”

Mediterranean Hackberry (Celtis australis)
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“Parks & Open spaces: Trees that improve air quality ”

Turkey oak (Quercus cerris)
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Change vs baseline (%)

“Benchmarks for Green and Open Space”

60

17 Feb

Changes in UK mobility patterns in 2020

24 Feb

02 Mar

—Residential

s PArk's

09 Mar

16 Mar

—Grocery and pharmacy

Workplaces
= Transit stations

= Retail and recreation

23 Mar
30 Mar
06 Apr
13 Apr

Week commencing

20 Apr

27 Apr

Source: Google (2020) Community Mobility Reports; CCC analysis.
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“Greening our Streets- Paris

Fakioiing




“Improving existing parks”

UBA



“Creating large Regional Parks and Trusts™
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“Keeping our Air Clean: Community Initiatives”

NEW YORK
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Questions?



Green Spaces: Their Role in Our Streets
Fiona Coull, Project Manager

CROSS RIVER
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Facts and Statistics

Over 9,000 Londoners die 43% of all cars are parked
prematurely each year as a on-street, taking up well

result of air poIIutlon i SN T ] ERT | L | ‘ over 1,400 hectares of
lII R '!-'—.g"."“' re ol space (equivalent to 10

Hyde Parks in size)
£3.7 billion is the cost of Fr , i .

air pollution to London’s
economy
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Psychosis and
depression occur at

Physical inactivity directly
contributes to one in six | higher rates in
deaths in the UK and the = = = Wl urbanised areas and in
morbidity it causes costs . 20000 e N he UK, 1in 4 people

business and wider society - ' e > now experience mental
billions of pounds a year health issues




Streets as Places for People

“We need to urgently
reconsider use of street
space to provide safe and
appealing spaces to walk
and cycle as an alternative

to car use ..”

N _'J'I-[!iﬂL L

London Streetspace Plan (May
2020)



The Healthy Streets Approach

The Healthy Streets Approach is a global
policy framework that “puts people and
their health at the centre of decisions
about how we design, manage and use
public spaces ”.

It aims to make streets healthy, safe and
welcoming for everyone by prioritising
people and their needs.

Place to stop

Underpinning the Healthy Streets S ey e
Approach are 10 ‘Healthy Street ' : |
Indicators’ that are used to create healthy
streets.

People choose to
walk, cycle and use
public transport




Healthy Streets Everyday (HSE) — Putting the Approach in Practice

Urban Greening Car Free Activities School Streets
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Communit
and Busing
Resilience

Your project |

July 2020

SUPPORTED BY

HSE Parklet Guid

The Project

Designing the parklet:
" basic principles & considerations

The next section will discuss design and Installation
considerations to support you in refining the project scope

d

enfoyable,

that caters for ail people. These basic principies must ba
considerad and Incorporated when designing il parkiets,
‘and Include aspects such as size, kocation, components and
materlals, safety, accessiblllty and permissions.

Location and dimensions
Location
At this polnt you should have
Identified several site options that
are sultable for the parkiets aims and
‘objectives. Dependent on the aims
of the parkiet, the cholce of location
will vary. Pariets aimed at prowiding
educational or economic benefits
(such as Increased revenue or outdoor
learning) will need to be located next
to educational or commercial faclties
wnity
space and encouraging active travel
can have a greater degree of flexibility

Thought should also be glven to the
postion of physical

Dimensions
The traditional sizs of a London
parking space is roughly 2 metres x
S metres, Parklets can range from 2
Single parking space but are most
‘commanly 2 or 3 parking spaces In
size (2m % 10-15m). Parkets that are
only prasent for very short perieds
of time., such as ‘Pop-up parklets
may occaslonally differ from

these dimensions.

5

Components & Matarials

Identifying a suttable parkiet kocation:
+ Picking a well-It area with plenty of
streat-lghting wil ensura that the
for users

for 2 parklet are Important to ensure
that It Is attractive, clean, safe and

sturdy. Each stakehokder group should
think carefully about the materials

Base
A parklet will raditionally consist
of 2 decked ai ng timber or

the moblltty Impaired and pushchars,
ensuring that It does not cause a trip
hazards or any dangers for usars.

VWM Stucks' parkie s London Brtige

all year round, ith
public or private CCTV can deter any
antisocial or disruptive behaviour
Waste storage facllities and
appropriata drainage wil need to be
Iocated nearby: parklets should not
be piaced In areas where they could
block any drain or sewage systems,
and they must ot obstruct access
t5 public works.

Consequently. the physical geography,
Iayout, surface and surrounding

parklets should
contain, Incorporating any local and
recycled materials where possible as
part of the design. A project delivery
partner should be able to advise on
the best matenials and components
ropased location, Including

thelr sultability In tarms of safety and
accessibility standards

Materials
it Is Important to use materlals that

hazards
the location of a parklet sosite

isits should be conducted with

il key stakeholders and decision
‘makers. Ensure that each stakehoider
understands the challenges an
Benefits associated with each site.

to make sure that the best parkiet
location s chosen. Any feedback from
Site visits should be summarised and
decisions clanfied In writing to the
focal highway authortty and landowner.

- Sturdy and structurally sound

+ Recycledieusable where possible

+ Easlly distinguishabi for those who
are partally sighted or the mobiliy
impaired

antitr
the carmagaway.(Picture Cracirs Mickey toe,
WHB Stucioh

Physical Barrler: Back & Sides
Bariersare required on the sides and
back of a parklet to provide a clear
perimeter and division between the
carmiageway and other parking spaces.
This 15 2 key element to ensure the
safety of the parklet. providing a

ciear separatian between road and
parket users.

Planters are the most comman use
of a physical barrier and can be made
using a variety of sturdy materials. They

sheeting, art Installatons or timber
that prevents people from stepping
out Inta the carriageway.

16

The Project

Finalising & Installing
n the Parklet

Once you have developed your designs, maintanance and
evaluation strategy, you can use the below questions to
‘ensure you have followed the relevant protocols and to
holp finallse and Install the parkiet

Guestion

No

Have you got the relevant approval and sign Gff from the local highway authortty
and If applicabl 25 this been received In writing?

Commant

How are any aeitverea? the Project
the site?

Cemment

worked with the appropriate departments within the local authority to Fecaive
the required permissions? This can Include procurement, finance, highways, parking,
environment and alr quality, business and economy, transport and parks.

Comment

Have you engaged with the funder(s) about progress and discussed any detalls
h i requirements, o

Comment

Have the project,
the funder, brandiing, mation?

Has 2 maintenance schedule been finalised with resources identified?

Comment

Comment

Harwwil youlaunch the paret? I I possbl tohave a formal launch and hs » dfe been
agre

Comment

ted the project and launch on soclal media?

monitoring progress and eommuniesting succezsa:? Hat this basn agrasd
n/or project leader?

vure sny lezsons leamt and dizseminats thess with your stakeholdars?

Jusvon or Lonpon

crossmverpartnershiporg 25
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What is a Parklet?

“A temporary pavement extension which would sit in existing parking bays”

Pedestrians
from all » X ¢ \
walk of life . . \ 3 { / Things to see
v ) and do

People
feel safe

O

People feel
relaxed
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Shade and ! S -
shelter (Me“SIEm QeSIgn)




The Benefits

Social

Physical and mental health
Community

Visual and aesthetic
Upskilling

Reduction in crime &
antisocial behaviour

Environmental

Air quality

Temperature reduction and
shading

Carbon storage
Biodiversity

Food production

Economic

Increased footfall and cycling
Increased dwell time
Increased productivity,
reduced staff turnover, and
job creation

Revenue growth




Parklet Desigh & Implementation

Basic Principles Tailored Design
Stakeholder Engagement Use of Space
Location Design Features
Components & Materials Planting
Accessibility Active Travel Provision
Safety Flexibility
Permissions Innovation
Funding/ Sponsorship
Maintenance




Providing Resilience

(Menste Desién)

Parklets can rapidly adapt to
changes in both the short and long
term, providing additional value
and ensuring community and
business resilience.

(Meristem Design)
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Other Useful Resources




Questions?
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Ditch Diesel: Your Electric Vehicle Options Explained

Join us for our next
Live Share session!

Thursday 30t July at 2pm



Tony Leach

Chief Executive

Parks for London
Tony.Leach@london.gov.uk

Jacqueline Bleicher

Urban Design Director

Global Urban Design
jbleicher@globalurbandesign.org

Susannah Wilks

Director

Cross River Partnership
susannahwilks@crossriverpartnership.org

Fiona Coull

Project Manager

Cross River Partnership
fionacoull@crossriverpartnership.org

Tomos Joyce

Project Officer

Cross River Partnership
tomosjoyce@crossriverpartnership.org

Thank You!

www.crossriverpartnership.org

X

Search ‘Cross River Partnership’ in YouTube

, @CrossRiverPship

linkedin.com/company/cross-river-partnership/

www.crossriverpartnership.org/newsletter
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